
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
500 S. Broad Street  
Philadelphia, PA  19146  
 

DONALD F. SCHWARZ, MD, MPH 

Deputy Mayor, Health & Opportunity 
Health Commissioner 

 

NAN FEYLER, JD, MPH 

Chief of Staff 

 

CAROLINE C. JOHNSON, MD 

Director, Division of Disease Control 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 
 

 

 

 
 
May 18, 2010 
 
 
Dear Immunization Provider: 
 
 
On Feb. 24, 2010, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) approved 
Prevnar13® (Pfizer), a 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13), for children aged 6 
weeks through 71 months of age.   
 

PCV13 has replaced PCV7 (Prevnar® – Pfizer/Wyeth), which will no longer be distributed in the 
U.S. As a result, on March 29, 2010, PDPH instructed all VFC providers to place new orders for 
PCV13 if they currently had doses of PCV7 in inventory. 
  

Based on our inventory system, we identified your site as having ordered PCV7 within the last 
two years, but you have not placed a new (and required) order for PCV13.   
 
As a result, the following steps need to be taken:  
 

1.  If you have not ordered already, submit an order (using the new attached order 
form) for VFC PCV13 doses to replace the VFC PCV7 doses that you currently have in 
inventory, as well as any doses you will need until your next VFC order. If you need to 
order other VFC vaccines, feel free to do so on the same order form. 

 

2.  Indicate your current VFC PCV7 inventory in the “# doses on hand” column, but do 

not include private PCV7 doses. Providers should have received separate instructions 
from Pfizer for managing privately funded PCV7 doses. 

 

3.  Continue to use PCV7 until your PCV13 doses arrive to avoid missing opportunities to 
vaccinate against pneumococcal disease. 

 

4.  When your VFC PCV13 doses arrive, remove your PCV7 doses from the refrigerator, 
bag them, and mark them “VFC: Do Not Use.” DO NOT discard your unused VFC 
PCV7 doses. 

 

5.  When PDPH receives confirmation from CDC that your PCV13 order has been 
delivered, PDPH will retrieve all remaining doses of VFC PCV7. There is no need to 
submit a short-dated form. 

 

Should your practice no longer see children less than 7 years of age (the routinely 
recommended age for PCV13 is 2 months to 71 months), you MUST inform the VFC program 
and fax in an updated provider profile to 215-685-6510.  You can find a copy of the provider 
profile on the KIDS Registry website: https://kids.phila.gov/vfc.aspx  
 

Guidelines for using PCV13 can be found here: https://kids.phila.gov/news.aspx  
 


