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Varivax® No Longer Shipped on Dry Ice  

 Immediately upon arrival, Varivax® must be stored in the freezer.  
 The diluent should be stored separately at room temperature or in the refrigerator. 
 Save some refrigerant packs in case of an emergency.  
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Effective Monday, June 6, 2011, Varivax® (varicella vaccine) directly shipped by Merck will no 
longer be shipped on dry ice. Dry ice will be replaced with six refrigerant packs placed on all sides 
of the shipping container. The vaccine shipping containers are packed according to Merck 
guidelines that take into account the maximum temperature to which the container will be exposed, 
the time in transit, and the need to keep the vaccine at the appropriate temperature during shipping.   
 
The frozen gel packs are designed to maintain proper temperatures for three days from the 
shipment date located on the packing list. If the container is received after the three-day shipping 
time period, the provider should contact the Health Department’s Immunization Program at (215)-
685-6872. 
 
The refrigerant packs used for Varivax® are different than the cold packs used to transport other 
vaccines.  Because of this, provider offices should keep a supply of refrigerant packs for Varivax® in 
the freezer on site in case vaccine needs to be transferred in an emergency, as authorized by the 
health department.  Surplus Varivax® refrigerant packs may be discarded in the trash.  
 
Varivax® continues to be stored frozen. To maintain potency, Varivax® must be stored frozen 
between –58°F and +5°F (–50°C to –15°C) immediately upon arrival. Continue to store Varivax® in 
your freezer compartment.  
 
Invoice and packing slip are kept separate from product. Diluent is located in the top layer of the 
box, and should be stored at room temperature or in the refrigerator upon receipt of product. 
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